
Pioneers of Sociology
Auguste Comte: 

Prominent French Philosopher Comte coined the term sociology 
and contributed substantially to the making of the discipline. 
His important works include Positive Philosophy, Systems of 
Positive Polity and Religion of Humanity. 
His significant sociological themes include Law of Three Stages, 
Hierarchy of Sciences, Positivism, Social Statics and Social 
Dynamics. 
His major intention was to create a science of society. Comte 
opined that sociology must follow the method of natural sciences. 
He believes in the uni-linear theory of evolution and opines that 
human knowledge and society pass through certain definite 
progressive evolutionary stages. 



Emile Durkheim: (1858-1917)
• Another French sociologist Durkheim attempted to establish the 

status of sociology as an independent and distinct science. 
• He was a follower of Comte’s tradition and aimed at developing a 

scientific sociology. 
• He is considered as the builder of sociology. His major 

contributions include Division of Labour in Society, Elementary 
Forms of Religious Life, Le Suicide, Rules of Sociological Method 
etc. 
• He was the first modern thinker who emphasized on the reality 

of society. In his theory the ultimate social reality is the group. 
• He advocates the objective, factual and empirical method of 

study. For him, sociology is the study of social facts. Social life has 
to be analyzed in terms of social facts. He considers social facts to 
be external to individual. 



Herbert Spencer: (1820-1903)
• Herbert Spencer, a British scholar, played a leading role in 

the intellectual movement in social sciences in the 19th 
century. 
• His sociology is essentially evolutionistic. His main focus 

was on the evolutionary growth of social structures. 
• For him, evolution begins in the inorganic world of matter, 

goes through the organic or living world of plants and 
animals and ends in the human and social world of men. 
• He believed that all phenomena organic, inorganic and 

super-organic follow the same natural law of evolution. 
• His main works are Social Statics, The Study of Sociology, 

The Principles of Sociology and Man versus the State etc.



Max Weber: (1864-1920)
• Max Weber, a German philosopher and Sociologist, 

contributed significantly to the evolution of Sociology as a 
scientific discipline. For him, individual is the basic unit of 
society. 
• Weber opines that it is necessary to analyse human 

motivations, actions and relationships scientifically. 
• Verstehen i.e interpretative understanding is the method 

which is more effective in understanding the dynamics of 
society and culture which cannot be reduced to mere 
observable objects. 
• The task before the social scientist is to observe the inner 

meaning of a social phenomenon. 
• For him sociology is the interpretative understanding of social 

action. His main works are the Protestant Ethics and the Spirit 
of Capitalism, Economics and Society, Methodology of Social 
Sciences.



Karl Marx: (1818-1883).
• Marx has helped through his ideas in understanding the nature of 

society, particularly, Karl Marx how conflicts occur. . 
• Marx writes in 1848 that all history is a history of classes and (1818 - 

1883) class struggles. 
• The society gets divided between the oppressors and the oppressed- 

masters and slaves, lords and serfs and in the modern times, capitalists 
and workers. 
• To analyse the structure of society, it was necessary to understand the 

forces of production and relations of production. 
• The contradiction between the forces and the relations of prodiuction 

leads to class struggle. 
• According to him, each society dies in time because of internal conflicts 

and contradictions and is replaced by a higher one. 
• In time, capitalism would be destroyed and there would emerge a 

classless society characterised by absence of conflict, exploitation and 
alienation from this world.
• His main works are Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts, Capital, 

The Holy Family, the Poverty of Philosophy, The Communist Manifesto, 
German Ideology etc.



Talcott Parsons (1902-1982):
• Parsons is a leading American sociologist. He views sociology as 

the analysis of social relationship and cultural product. 
• He tried to keep social science as close to natural science. He 

opined that the role of reason is supreme in sociological theory. 
• The social science, which he calls action science, is that which 

deals with the realms of interaction and values. 
• His important books are “The structure of Social action and ‘The 

Social System’. 
• Some of his salient themes include (i) action frame of reference, 

(ii) social system and (iii) pattern variable. 
• Parsons opines that a social system consists in a plurality of 

individual actors interacting with each other in a situation. 
• The core of a social system is the patterned normative order 

through which the life of a population is collectively organized
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